
C-FKAI 1957 CESSNA 180A  

50th  Anniversary Refurbishment and History  



C-FKAI was purchased in 

1998. She is my first airplane. 

In 2006 we started a total 

refurbishment inside and 

outside to acknowledge her 

50th  birthday.  

 

Here is a winter and summer 

picture. The winter one is 

landing on skis on the Ottawa 

River in Ontario while the 

summer one is from Ungava 

Bay in Northern Quebec 

Canada.  



A bit of history. C -FKAI was shipped to Air Laurentide  in Montreal Quebec 

direct from Kansas in late 1957. It was purchased by an architect in 

Chicoutimi Quebec. This picture of KAI was taken Feb. 24 th  1962. I as born 

later that year in August 5 th  1962.  

 

The original airplane was all aluminum with Jamaican Coral (pink) and 

Raven Black. The five approved paint colours for a 1957 Cessna 180 were the 

above two plus Lantern Green, Sunburst Yellow, and Palomino White.  * 

Notice the sticker on the tail of the aircraft. Watch for it later!  



1957 CESSNA 180A PAINT SCHEME  

Cessna 180/185 International Club   



Sky diving 

version!  

The Monogram 

plastic model 

kits were 

released in 

1962 

interestingly 

enough.  

The plans for 

the plastic 

model kit had 

great details on 

the paint 

scheme.   

There were 

three different 

versions of the 

Cessna 180 

plastic model 

kit released in 

the 1960õs.   



STRIPED DOWN TO BARE METAL  
KAI was for the most part striped down to bare metal. Skins were replaced 

where required. Broken cowling parts were mended and bonded with liquid 

steel. The entire process would take a year and a half from start to finish.  



CONTROL SURFACES REBUILT  
Skins replaced. Hail damage on wing tops repaired.  


